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CO-HOST 
Friends, 

Thank you for joining us for the second “Big Sky, Big Future Summit” 
as we discuss Montana’s economic future, with a focus on affordable 
and reliable energy for our growing state. I’m grateful to Todd O’Hair 
and the Montana Chamber of Commerce for working with my staff to 
make this event possible. 

Since taking office in 2021, we’ve made great progress to expand 
economic opportunities for Montanans and protect our way 
of life. With record job creation, historic wage growth, and low 
unemployment, it’s clear we are delivering results. We delivered the 
largest income tax cut in state history, cutting taxes for Montanans at every income level, not 
just once, but twice. As a result, more Montanans are working, and the American dream is within 
greater reach for Montana families. 

As we look to the future and work to build on our success, Montana must have affordable and 
reliable energy. Everyone knows the reality: we are facing an energy crisis in the United States. 
According to a recent report, the demand for electricity in western states is projected to grow 
by 20 percent in the next decade. We must meet this challenge head-on and secure affordable, 
reliable energy to power our homes, schools, and businesses, not just today, but into the future. 
This Summit can and will play a role in informing policymakers, stakeholders, and community 
leaders about the path forward for Montana’s energy future. 

The State of Montana stands ready to work with you to ensure our economic future is bright. We 
welcome conversations with you about how we can continue making Montana the best place to 
do business. Please engage with us so that we can bring the American dream into greater reach 
for Montanans across our state. 

Serving as Montana’s governor is the honor of my life. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me 
should you need anything. My door is always open. 

Thanks again for joining us today. 

Greg Gianforte 
Governor
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WELCOME
In 2016, the Montana Chamber unveiled its first ever strategic plan, known as 
Envision 2026.  The plan was driven by the Montana Chamber of Commerce board 
of directors with the intention to leverage the strength of the most respected 
business advocacy organization to grow Montana’s economy—to build an economy 
we as Montanan’s deserve.  

Following surveys, focus groups and one-on-one meetings with business leaders 
throughout the state, the Montana Chamber settled on four main pillars to grow 
Montana’s economy.  

1.	 Business Climate—improving Montana’s tax structure, regulatory environment, 
judicial climate and legal environment

2.	 Infrastructure—promoting investments in the foundational structures that build 
economies such as roads, bridges, water treatment systems and access to high-
speed internet and broadband

3.	 Workforce Development—preparing Montana’s youth for a productive life after graduating high school, whether 
that path took them to higher education or straight into the workforce

4.	 Entrepreneurship—ensuring Montana ranks as one of the top entrepreneurial states in the country, creating 
wealth and opportunities in rural and urban Montana.  

A lot has changed since 2016.  And some things remain the same.  

Workforce remains a significant challenge to Montana’s economic growth.  It was a top issue in 2016 and an even 
bigger issue today.  

Energy and housing are two issues that did not arise in our meetings with business leaders in 2016.  Today, both are 
a top concern as we look at Montana’s opportunities and threats and are likely to become part of our next ten-year 
strategic plan.  

Our strategic plan is important because it focuses the Montana Chamber on specific issues—issues that matter the 
most to forward thinking business leaders.  It keeps us focused regardless of which party resides in the White House 
or the Governor’s residence.  

As we map out our priorities for the next 10 years, it’s important that we listen to business leaders and what the 
opportunities and threats they see to our economy.  

If you haven’t taken our survey, we encourage you to scan our QR code and register your views.  It’s a short 
10-minute survey and responses will help focus our priorities for the next decade.  

On a final note, thank you to Governor Greg Gianforte and his entire team for their dedication to Montana and 
tireless efforts to grow our economy.  We have a tremendous relationship with the entire Gianforte Administration 
and today’s economic summit would not be possible without the full support and participation of the Governor and 
his staff.  

The Montana Chamber has worked closely with the Gianforte Administration over the last six months to pull 
together today’s agenda.  It has been an honor to partner with them in this effort and exhilarating to know that 
Montana’s top elected official recognizes and understands the importance of energy for our economic future. 

I trust today’s event will be informative and provide opportunities for you to build your 
professional networks.  On behalf of the entire staff, thank you for making time to participate 
and for your support of the state’s largest and most respected business advocate—the Montana 
Chamber of Commerce.  

Todd O’Hair 
Montana Chamber of Commerce President & CEO
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AGENDA
7:30 am - 8:15 am CHECK IN | CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST | NETWORKING
8:15 am - 8:20 am WELCOME

Nancy Schlepp - Chair of the Board, Montana Chamber of Commerce; VP of 
Communications, Sandfire Resources America

8:20 am - 8:25 am OPENING REMARKS
Todd O’Hair - President & CEO, Montana Chamber of Commerce

8:25 am - 8:30 am SETTING THE STAGE 
Ed Rihn - President & CEO, BHE Montana

8:30 am - 8:45 am KEYNOTE 
National Energy Dominance Council

8:45 am - 9:30 am DOING BUSINESS UNDER THE BIG SKY 
Chris Bakker - CEO, Avanti Helium 
Gary Evans - CEO, U.S. Antimony Corp. 
Eryn Smith - President & CEO, Eshylon Scientific
Moderator: Marta Bertoglio - Director, Montana Department of Commerce

9:30 am - 10:00 am NETWORKING BREAK
10:00 am - 10:15 am KEYNOTE

Jesse Ramos - State Director, Americans for Prosperity MT

10:15 am - 11:15 am DEMAND, SUPPLY & MARKETS: WHERE WE ARE TODAY, 
WHERE WE WILL BE IN A DECADE
John Chesser - CEO, Quantica Infrastructure
John Hines - Vice President, NorthWestern Energy
Mark Lambrecht - CEO, Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association
Ed Rihn - President & CEO, BHE Montana
Moderator: Sonja Nowakowski - Director, Montana Deptartment of 
Environmental Quality

11:15 am - 12:00 pm GOVERNORS UNLEASHING AMERICAN ENERGY
Governor Greg Gianforte, Montana
Governor Jenniffer González-Colón, Puerto Rico
Governor Mark Gordon, Wyoming
Governor Jim Pillen, Nebraska

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm LUNCH | NETWORKING

BIG SKY, BRIGHT FUTURE SUMMIT | BOZEMAN
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AGENDA
12:45 pm - 1:00 pm KEYNOTE

Allen Cadreau - CEO, Indian Energy

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm FIRESIDE CHAT: NEXUS BETWEEN ENERGY & AI
Max Yzaguirre - President, Yzaguirre LLC 
Todd O’Hair - President & CEO, Montana Chamber of Commerce

1:30pm - 1:45 pm KEYNOTE
Jim Shandalov - National Vice President, Power Origination, NextEra Energy 
Resources

1:45 pm - 2:30 pm INNOVATION IN THE WORKPLACE BY LEVERAGING AI
Nate Hill - Principal, Energy Policy, Amazon Web Services
Jon Johnson - Cofounder, Remsight
Chris Koopman - CEO, Abundance Institute
Jeff Michael - Director, UM Bureau of Business & Economic Research
Moderator: Tanner Avery - Policy Director, Frontier Institute

2:30 pm - 2:45 pm KEYNOTE
Michael Skelly - CEO, Grid United

2:45 pm - 3:30 pm ENERGY DEVELOPMENT & ECONOMIC GROWTH - 
PARTNERSHIPS FOR A SUSTAINABILE FUTURE
Jim Atchison - Executive Director, Southeastern Montana Development 
Corporation
Jenn Gallmeier - Vice President, Great Falls Montana Development Alliance
Bill Kennedy - Council Member, City of Billings
Michael Skelly - CEO, Grid United
Moderator: Todd O’Hair - President & CEO, Montana Chamber of Commerce

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm KEYNOTE
U.S. Senator Tim Sheehy

3:45 pm - 4:15 pm FIRESIDE CHAT 
Secretary of Energy Chris Wright
Governor Greg Gianforte

4:15 pm - 4:30 pm CONCLUDING REMARKS

BIG SKY, BRIGHT FUTURE SUMMIT | BOZEMAN



Montana’s Brand of Banking

Convenient, innovative financial 
solutions, backed by the power of local 
management and decision making. 
Trust Stockman Bank to make quick, 
informed local decisions, ensuring your 
business receives the services you need, 
when you need them. 

THE  
POWER  
OF LOCAL
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the second annual Big Sky, Bright Future Economic 
Summit hosted by Governor Gianforte and our very own Montana 
Chamber of Commerce. The theme of this year’s summit is fittingly 
centered on energy, as we have made tremendous strides since 
President Trump took office in January to strengthen our nation’s 
energy security and position the United States as a global leader in 
domestic energy development.

The Treasure State is uniquely positioned with rich natural resources 
that allow for an all-of-the-above energy approach that embraces 
innovation, while always defending affordable and reliable baseload power. Montana’s energy 
producers play a critical role in fueling our economy, strengthening our nation’s energy 
independence, and providing good-paying jobs that support families and communities. It’s no 
secret, homegrown energy is more than just a utility: it is an economic engine that Montanans 
know how to leverage for jobs, growth, and opportunity.

I am proud to partner with you all back in Washington to make sure Montana’s energy industry 
has the tools it needs to grow and compete. In July, President Trump signed into law the One 
Big Beautiful Bill that spurs Montana energy development and strengthens our national energy 
security. I was proud to see my Supporting Made in America Energy Act included, which requires 
four annual onshore oil and gas lease sales, as well as my provisions to permanently cut small 
business taxes, and allow for full expensing of new investments and deductions for intangible 
drillings costs.

Thank you for your efforts to safeguard made-in-Montana energy - the future remains bright!

Sincerely,

 

Steve Daines 
United State Senator 

A MESSAGE FROM  
SEN. DAINES
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From Butte to Billings, Havre to Hebgen, we work 24/7/365 to build stronger communities through the 

production, generation and delivery of electricity and natural gas. We’re proud to make sure your lights 

and heat come on, but that’s not everything we do. We also add critical infrastructure that allows our 

communities to grow. We partner with people in our communities to increase the reliability of our service. 

We help customers save money with energy efficiency programs, products and rebates. And we remain 

committed to decreasing emissions until we reach net zero. 

We’re passionate about the communities we serve, 

and meeting the needs of our customers today while 

working to deliver everyone a bright future.
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SPEAKERS
ED RIHN | BHE MONTANA
Edward W. Rihn, has over 25 years of experience, 
including business development, corporate 
development, government relations, indigenous 
relations, customer service, consultation, project 

management and construction management. His career spans 
industrial gases and chemicals, hydrogen, pipelines, renewable 
energy and electric transmission.
Rihn holds a bachelor of science in civil engineering from 
Clarkson University and an executive master’s in technology 
management from the University of Pennsylvania. He currently 
serves as chair of the board of directors for the YMCA of 
Calgary; as a member of the Canadian American Business 
Council’s board of directors and on the board of directors of 
AltaLink.

CHRIS BAKKER | AVANTI HELIUM
Chris Bakker is President, CEO and co-founder 
of Avanti Helium, a pure-play helium exploration 
and production company at the forefront 
of securing a reliable supply of this critical 

resource.  Avanti, with its primary asset in Liberty and Toole 
Counties (MT), expects to see production in mid-2026.  Prior 
to entering helium exploration, he spent over two decades in 
oil and gas, most recently working as a commercial negotiator 
with Encana/ Ovintiv, covering major facilities and pipelines 
agreements in the Montney gas play.  His expertise includes 
all facets of Natural Gas Exploration, such as land acquisition, 
exploration, drilling, well production, facility integration, and 
construction. Chris’s educational background, which includes a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s in Economics and an MBA later in his 
career, has allowed him to navigate the global trends impacting 
his industry as well as the technical and economic complexities 
of this emerging industry.

GARY EVANS | U.S. ANTIMONY 
CORP
Gary C. Evans is a serial entrepreneur and 
transformational leader. He presently serves 
as Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive 
Officer of U.S. Antimony Corporation (UAMY), 
a publicly held critical mineral mining company 

that currently is the only domestic processor of antimony. 
Mr. Evans is also the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
Evergreen Sustainable Enterprises, Inc. a “green” publicly held 
bitcoin mining company that owns a hydroelectric dam located 
in Costa Rica that serves as the power source for bitcoin 
mining. 
Mr. Evans previously led Magnum Hunter Resources 
Corporation for seven years. He was also founder and CEO 
of Eureka Hunter Holdings, LLC, and previously founded and 
served as the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Magnum 
Hunter Resources Inc. for twenty years. Mr. Evans formed Wind 
Hunter Energy, LLC, a renewable energy company, and served 
as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer until May 2016.

ERYN SMITH | ESHYLON SCIENTIFIC
President and CEO Eryn’s career in technology 
started early, working part time for a plasma 
processing company, Technics, while still in 
high school. He went on to study electrical 

engineering, micro-electronics, and physics. After graduation 
he was recruited to join Trans-Pacific Technology, as the lead 
process engineer working with the five original founders. 
Trans-Pacific acquired Metron Semiconductors in 1994 and 
the company grew from 6 employees to over 2000 and 
went public in 1998 at close to $1B in annual revenue. Eryn 
left Metron shortly after the public offering as the Chief 
Technologist. He then founded Beam Services, Inc. following 
a successful 17-year tenure it was sold to Hitachi. Eshylon 
Scientific was then founded 2018, where the focus is on 
electrostatic bonding in primarily semiconductor applications
Eryn holds undergraduate and advanced degrees in Electronics 
and Microelectronics, as well a Ph.D. in microelectronics 
from St. Matthews University. He has been awarded dozens 
of domestic and international patents and has been widely 
published. Eryn is a member of IEEE, SPIE, and a former 
member of the YEO and EO global management organizations. 
Eryn has been active with the ministry of health and education 
of the Cayman Islands, in conjunction with Oxford and St. 
Matthews to implement X-ray and SEM education on the Island.

MARTA BERTOGLIO | MONTANA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Marta is a Montana native who graduated from 
the Air Force Academy and subsequently served 
as a Space Operations officer in the Air Force 

until returning to Montana in 2007. She got her real estate 
license in 2014 and opened her own business, a boutique real 
estate firm, with a partner. She served on a school board for 9 
years, and in the legislature for 3 terms until her appointment 
to Commerce in June 2025. She is married with 2 daughters.

Throughout his career, Mr. Evans has raised various forms 
of capital on Wall Street that has exceeded $8 billion. Mr. 
Evans has previously served for 24 years, last serving as an 
independent director of Novavax Inc.
Mr. Evans was recognized by Ernst and Young as the Southwest 
Area 2004 Entrepreneur of the Year for the Energy Sector and 
was subsequently inducted into the World Hall of Fame for 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneurs. Mr. Evans was also recognized as 
the Energy Industry Leader of the year in 2013 and chosen by 
Finance Monthly in 2013 as one of the most respected CEO’s. 
Mr. Evans was chosen as the Best CEO in the “Large Company” 
category by Texas Top Producers in 2013. He additionally won 
the Deal Maker of the Year Award in 2013 by Finance Monthly.
Mr. Evans serves on the Board of the Maguire Energy Institute 
at Southern Methodist University (“SMU”) and has historically 
lectured at SMU and spoken on the current affairs of the 
energy industry. 
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SPEAKERS
John Hines has served as Vice President of gas 
and electricity supply since 2011. NorthWestern 
provides electricity and natural gas service 

to over 750,000 customers in Montana, South Dakota, and 
Nebraska.
In this position, Mr. Hines is responsible for natural gas and 
electricity supply planning, acquisition, an electric trading floor, 
generation development and operation, and regulatory supply 
filings. In 2012, Mr. Hines began overseeing the corporate 
environmental and lands functions and in 2019 he also began 
overseeing the Montana Government Affairs function.
Mr. Hines joined NorthWestern Energy in 2005 as Director of 
Energy Supply Planning and was responsible for leading the 
company’s energy supply planning and long-term procurement 
activities. In 2008, he served as Chief Energy Supply Officer 
with direct oversight of natural gas and electricity service. Prior 
to joining NorthWestern, Hines was appointed to serve as one 
of Montana’s two representatives to the Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council from 2002 through 2004.
Hines is a native of Bozeman, Montana, and received his B.A 
and M.A. in Economics from the University of Montana. He and 
his wife Siobhan have two children and live in Helena.

JOHN HINES | NORTHWESTERN 
ENERGY

John Chesser, Chief Executive Officer of Quantica 
Infrastructure, has built his career leading major 
energy and infrastructure projects that combine 

reliable power with innovative technology solutions. Most 
recently, he served as CFO of Talen Energy and Cumulus 
Growth, where he oversaw the buildout of a 475MW data 
center campus (later acquired by AWS) and a 150MW bitcoin 
mining facility. He previously held senior finance roles at 
TerraForm Power, a 3GW renewables platform acquired 
by Brookfield, and at General Motors during its financial 
restructuring and IPO. John holds degrees in Accounting and 
Taxation from the University of Alabama and an MBA from 
Harvard Business School.

JOHN CHESSER | QUANTICA 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Jesse Ramos serves as State Director for 
Americans for Prosperity–Montana, where he 
leads efforts to advance policies that expand 

economic freedom and opportunity across the state. A native 
of Libby, Montana, Jesse has seen firsthand both the promise 
of Montana’s natural resource economy and the costs of lost 
opportunity when industries are regulated out of existence.
Previously, Jesse served on the Missoula City Council as its 
youngest member, where he championed fiscal responsibility 
and government accountability. Today, he continues to work 
at the intersection of policy, energy, and entrepreneurship—
building coalitions with business leaders, grassroots advocates, 
and policymakers to unleash innovation, restore Montana’s 
middle class, and ensure the state remains a leader in American 
energy development.

JESSE RAMOS | AMERICANS FOR 
PROSPERITY MONTANA
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Mark Lambrecht is Chief Executive Officer of 
the Montana Electric Cooperatives’ Association. 

MECA provides safety, education, communications and 
government relations services to the 25 member-owned 
electric cooperatives providing safe, affordable and reliable 
electricity to more than 400,000 Montanans.
Lambrecht was most recently MECA’s Director of Government 
Relations. He has 35 years of experience in energy and 
natural resource policy, government and public affairs and 
organizational management. His previous positions include 
Assistant Director of National Conservation Lands and 
Community Partnerships for the federal Bureau of Land 
Management, Director of Government Affairs for the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, Executive Director of the Treasure 
State Resource Industry Association, Regulatory Affairs 
Manager for PPL Montana and Legislative Assistant to former 
U.S. Senator Max Baucus.
Mark earned a master’s degree in resource conservation from 
the University of Montana College of Forestry and a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from Gonzaga University.

MARK LAMBRECHT | MT ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVES’ ASSOCIATION

Sonja Nowakowski serves as the Director of 
the Montana Department of Environmental 

Quality (DEQ) and is the Chair of Governor Gianforte’s 
Energy Task Force. Under Sonja’s leadership, DEQ continues 
to protect Montana’s environment and to work toward a 
healthy and thriving way of life for all Montanans today and 
into the future. For the last three years, Sonja served as the 
Administrator for the Air, Energy, and Mining Division at DEQ. 
Prior to joining the DEQ team, Sonja worked for the Montana 
Legislature for 15 years. She served as a nonpartisan research 
analyst in the Legislative Environmental Policy Office and as 
the Research Director for the Office of Research and Policy. 
Sonja’s nonpartisan work for the Legislature focused on 
environment and energy policy. She staffed Energy and Natural 
Resources standing committees and in the interim assisted 
both the Environmental Quality Council and the Energy and 
Telecommunications Interim Committee.

SONJA NOWAKOWSKI | MONTANA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY

The maps featured here and 
throughout the program are from 

the MT Department of Environmental 
Quality’s 2023 “Understanding Energy 

in Montana” report prepared by DEQ 
and MT Legislative Services Division. 
Find these maps and the full report 

at deq.mt.gov/energy/resources. 
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Automation & Advanced Technologies

Operational Excellence Training &
Guidance

Leadership & Workforce Development

Expansion & Transition Plans

F i n d  a
B u s i n e s s
A d v i s o r
N e a r  Y o u

SOLUTIONS TO HELP YOU

GROW ,  INNOVATE ,  &

ENHANCE YOUR BUSINESS

HELPING MANUFACTURERS

SUCCEED SINCE 1996

We’re here to help

you achieve your

Bright Future in

the Big Sky

www.montana.edu/mmec

INVESTING  
IN OUR FUTURE.
BUILDING TOMORROW’S  
ECONOMY TOGETHER.
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SPEAKERS

GOVERNOR JIM PILLEN | 
GOVERNOR OF NEBRASKA
Governor Jim Pillen’s a farmer, veterinarian, and 
commonsense Nebraskan honored to serve the 
people of his home state.  
Faith and family are at the root of Gov. Pillen’s 

life, and he’s been married to Suzanne for more than 40 years. 
They have four children: Sarah, Brock, Polly, Izic – and seven 
grandkids.
A two-time First-Team All-Big Eight defensive back for the 
legendary Coach Tom Osborne, Gov. Pillen earned an Animal 
Science degree from the University of Nebraska and a 
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from Kansas State University. 
Back in Nebraska, he built Pillen Family Farms and later started 
DNA Genetics – both are now multigenerational family-run 
businesses.  
As the first Governor of the state from agriculture in over 100 
years, Gov. Pillen is proud to brag about the ‘Good Life’ and 
the great people of Nebraska. The pillars of his mission are 
supporting our kids, slashing taxes, growing agriculture, and 
promoting conservative values.  

Mark Gordon was elected Wyoming’s 33rd 
Governor on Nov. 6, 2018. He was sworn into 
offi ce on January 7, 2019, and re-elected on 

November 8, 2022, with 74% of the vote. He is consistently 
ranked among the top four most popular governors in the 
nation (Morning Consult).
A staunch advocate of quality education for all children 

GOVERNOR MARK GORDON | 
GOVERNOR OF WYOMING

and life long learners, he launched Wyoming’s successful 
Reimaging and Innovation the Delivery of Education (RIDE), 
and Wyoming Innovation Partnership, a collaboration aligning 
education and workforce development to support innovation, 
entrepreneurship and research. He is the current Chair of the 
Education Commission of States. As a conservative, Governor 
Gordon has worked tirelessly to set Wyoming on a sustainable 
fiscal path and has spearheaded efforts to diversify Wyoming’s 
economy — from technology and finance to agriculture, 
energy, research, and tourism. He is committed to making 
government more transparent, accessible, productive, and 
efficient. He believes government is best when it is closest 
to the people and is committed to giving local communities 
the tools they need to thrive. His efforts to help Wyomingites 
live their best lives is reflected in his WY WE CARE Initiative 
— which supports first responders, volunteers, and front 
line professionals — to provide mental health care in local 
communities.
The Governor served as Chairman of the Western Governor’s 
Association, and as a Class B Director at the Federal Reserve. 
He currently serves as Chairman of the Wyoming Stable Token 
Commission. He was appointed Wyoming State Treasurer 
October 2012 and re-elected to that post in 2014, serving until 
January 2019. During his time as treasurer, he was ranked in 
the top 100 “Most Significant and Impactful Public Investor 
Executives” (The Sovereign Wealth Fund Institute).
Governor Gordon grew up on the family ranch in Kaycee, 
Wyoming, where he learned the values of hard work, integrity, 
and the importance of working together. As Governor, he 
brings those values to the table, maintaining his commitment 
to a Wyoming where citizens can pursue their dreams while 
the state retains its unique character.
A rancher, mountaineer, and entrepreneur, he has experience in 
natural resource management, building businesses and raising 
a family. He and his wife Jennie have four grown children and 
four grandchildren.

GOVERNOR JENNIFFER 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN | GOVERNOR 
OF PUERTO RICO
Jenniffer González Colón is the current Governor 
of Puerto Rico. She is the second woman elected 

to the position. She was also the first woman to represent 
Puerto Rico in the United States Congress. A tireless advocate 
for equal rights for Puerto Ricans through statehood, she is 
a dedicated public servant, art enthusiast, attorney, wife, and 
mother. Her career in public office began in 2002 when she 
became the youngest member of the Puerto Rico House of 
Representatives. She went on to become its Speaker in 2009. 
As a state legislator, she led initiatives in support of services for 
children with autism and special needs; measures to promote 
business, including energy cost reduction and reform of the 
Closing Law; tax reform; cybersecurity; public safety; and 
protections for victims and witnesses. She also championed 
environmental protections and founded the Women’s Caucus, 
through which she spearheaded efforts to combat domestic 
violence and promote workplace equality. She authored the 
Veterans’ Bill of Rights for the 21st Century, among other 
legislative achievements.
In 2016, González Colón made history as the first woman 
elected to represent Puerto Rico in the U.S. Congress. During 
her tenure, she served on the Committees on Veterans’ 
Affairs; Small Business; Transportation and Infrastructure; 
Science, Space, and Technology; and Natural Resources. She 
also chaired or co-chaired several congressional caucuses. 
Additionally, she was part of the U.S. delegation to the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly. Her performance in Congress earned 
her several recognitions, and in her final term, she was ranked 
the sixth most effective non-partisan member.
González Colón secured the largest amount of federal funding 
in Puerto Rico’s history, ensuring the continuation of key 
programs. She was a vocal overseer of Puerto Rico’s energy 
system, and advanced legislation aimed at boosting the 
economy, supporting working families and small businesses, 
improving healthcare, enhancing drug control policies, 
protecting the environment, and achieving significant progress 
toward statehood.
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the 
University of Puerto Rico at Río Piedras, a Juris Doctor from 
the Inter American University of Puerto Rico School of Law, 
and a Master of Laws (LL.M.) with Honors, specializing in 
Litigation and Alternative Dispute Resolution, also from the 
Inter American University. She is certified to teach Continuing 
Legal Education courses.
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SPEAKERS

Mr. Yzaguirre commenced his career as an 
attorney at Vinson & Elkins and as a partner 
at Atlas & Hall, specializing in business law, 
primarily focused on domestic and international 

mergers, acquisitions and investments, as well as public 
and private finance transactions. Max worked at Enron in 
different capacities including serving as President of its Mexico 
operations where he led the successful development of a 
$190 million, 245-megawatt cogneration plant that provided 
electricity and steam to three independent industrial groups.
Mr. Yzaguirre’s professional career also included stints at 
Hunt Consolidated, Isolux Ingenieria USA, The Yzaguirre 
Group, and Forbes Bros. Holdings. His 35+ years of leadership 
experience in domestic and international business, government 
and law, and expertise in a wide variety of industries and 
sectors, including electricity, oil and gas, banking, real estate, 
telecommunications and private equity investing have led 
to serving on multiple boards of directors. These include 
Solaris Energy Infrastructure, WaFd, Altria Group, Aris Water 
Solutions, Luther Burbank Corporation, BBVA USA Bancshares, 

MAX YZAGUIRRE | YZAGUIRRE LLC

Allen George Cadreau is a visionary energy 
executive and entrepreneur who serves as 
the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
Indian Energy, LLC, a Native American–owned 

microgrid developer and systems integrator focused on energy 
sovereignty, resiliency, and advanced storage solutions.
With over 35 years in the electrical and energy sectors, Allen 
brings deep technical acumen, strategic insight, and a passion 
for sustainable development to his leadership role. Under his 
direction, Indian Energy has earned recognition for its work 
with Tribes, Tribal Utility Authorities (TUAs), community choice 
aggregators, the U.S. Department of Defense, and municipal 
partnerships across North America.
Allen’s commitment to tribal sovereignty is central to his 
mission. He has championed projects that strengthen 
Indigenous communities’ control over their infrastructure, while 
also advancing grid resilience and leveled costs of energy.  A 
highlight of his leadership is guiding the Viejas Enterprise 
Microgrid project to financial close, which made it the first 
use of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Tribal Energy Finance 
Program for a utility-scale microgrid.       
Allen is a staunch proponent of providing resources, services, 
and funding to combat veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD).  Mr. Cadreau has partnered with the 
Seri Tribe, an Indigenous people of Sonora Mexico, to create 
a Holistic Healing Center that provides a safe place for our 
veterans to reconnect and heal.
Allen holds a degree from Ohio Institute of Technology in 
Electrical Engineering, and he is a member of the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, bringing both professional 
and cultural perspective to his work. Driven by a steadfast 
belief in energy as a vehicle for sovereignty and equity, Allen 
leads Indian Energy with integrity, innovation, and a long-term 
vision for sustainable community impact.  

ALLEN CADREAU | INDIAN ENERGY Texas Regional, Forbes Bros. Holdings, Public Utility 
Commission of Texas, and Electric Reliability Council of Texas. 
Mr. Yzaguirre graduated in 1986 from the University of Texas 
School of Law with a Juris Doctor degree with honors, and in 
1983 from the University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree (Finance). 
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SPEAKERS

Nate leads energy policy and regulatory 
initiatives at the state, regional, and federal levels 
for Amazon Web Services. Prior to AWS, Nate 

led regulatory initiatives at Puget Sound Energy - a Pacific 
Northwest utility company. Nate also worked in the U.S. Senate 
in Washington D.C. as a legislative assistant focused on energy 
and natural resource policy, and holds a master’s degree from 
the London School of Economics.

NATE HILL | AMAZON WEB 
SERVICES

Jon grew up in a family of agricultural aviators 
and hay producers and now lives in the Bitterroot 
Valley with his wife and two children. He draws 
on his expertise in engineering design, remote 

sensing, and product development at a Montana-based 
drone company to drive Remsight’s technical innovation. 
Jon is passionate about building reliable, field-ready systems 
that turn complex resource challenges into simple, efficient 
solutions.

JON JOHNSON | REMSIGHT

Christopher Koopman is the CEO at the 
Abundance Institute. He hopes that each 
successive generation lives in a world that gets 

progressively better each day.
He specializes in regulation, competition, and innovation. His 
research and commentary has appeared in The Wall Street 
Journal, The New York Times, The Washington Post, USA 
Today, Bloomberg, and NPR. He is also a contributor at The Hill, 
and was named to Forbes’ 30 Under 30 in 2016 for law and 
policy. In 2021, Chris was appointed by Governor Spencer Cox 
to serve a four year term on Utah’s Personal Privacy Oversight 
Commission.
Prior to joining the Abundance Institute, Chris was the 
Executive Director at the Center for Growth and Opportunity 
at Utah State University. He also previously served as a senior 
research fellow and director of the Technology Policy Program 
at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University. He is 
currently a Senior Affiliated Scholar with the Mercatus Center 
and a member of the IT & Emerging Technology Working 
Group at the Federalist Society’s Regulatory Transparency 
Project.

CHRIS KOOPMAN | ABUNDANCE 
INSTITUTE

Jeffrey Michael is the Director of the Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research and Research 
Professor at the University of Montana. Dr. 

Michael has thirty years of experience in regional economic 
forecasting, economic impact and public policy analysis with 
a focus on economic development and environmental issues 
related to infrastructure, housing, and employment growth.  
He has been principal investigator on over $10 million in 
university grants and contracts, published over one hundred 
articles and reports on economic development and policy, 
and been cited or interviewed over one thousand times in 
various national and regional media outlets. Prior to joining 
the University of Montana, Dr. Michael spent 16 years at the 
University of the Pacific (CA) where he served as Executive 
Director of the Center for Business and Economic Research, 
Professor and Director of Public Policy programs, and Director 
of the Business Forecasting Center, and nine years at Towson 
University (MD) where he served as Director of the Center of 
Applied Business and Economic Research, Associate Dean, and 
Associate Professor. 

JEFF MICHAEL | UM BUREAU OF 
BUSINESS & ECONOMIC RESEARCH

Jim Shandalov joined NextEra in 2013 and leads 
the national power origination team for energy 
sales from utility-scale solar, battery storage, 

wind, and natural gas-powered energy projects. Jim has 
over 30 years of industry experience in development, energy 
procurement, transmission, trading, engineering, and policy. 
Jim has had leading and team member roles in over 15 GW of 
projects that are either now operating, under construction, or 
contracted for completion through 2029. Prior to NextEra, Jim 
held various positions at Southern Company/ Mirant, PG&E, 
eSolar, and BP Solar. Jim holds an MBA from Georgia State 
University and a BS in Electrical Engineering from Georgia 
Institute of Technology. 
NextEra Energy, Inc. (NYSE: NEE) is one of the largest electric 
power and energy infrastructure companies in North America 
and is a leading provider of electricity to American homes 
and businesses. Headquartered in Juno Beach, Florida, 
NextEra Energy is a Fortune 200 company that owns Florida 
Power & Light Company, America’s largest electric utility, 
which provides reliable electricity to approximately 12 million 
people across Florida. NextEra Energy also owns one of the 
largest energy infrastructure development companies in the 
U.S., NextEra Energy Resources, LLC. NextEra Energy and its 
affiliated entities are meeting America’s growing energy needs 
with a diverse mix of energy sources, including natural gas, 
nuclear, renewable energy and battery storage.

JIM SHANDALOV | NEXTERA 
ENERGY RESOURCES
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Jim was born, raised, and educated in Eastern 
Montana. He graduated from Dawson College 

and Montana State University in Bozeman with degrees in 
business. After spending 16 years out-of-state successfully 
operating retail stores and companies, he returned to Montana 
in late 2000. 
Since September 2001, Jim has been the Executive Director of 
Southeastern Montana Development Corporation (SEMDC), a 
regional non-profit economic development organization that 
was established in 1997 to simulate and encourage economic 
activity in the four (4) Counties of Custer, Powder River, 
Rosebud, and Treasure. 
Jim is a certified Economic Development Finance Professional 
from the National Development Council and graduated from 
the state-wide Leadership Montana Program in 2007. He 
served on the Governor’s Economic Development Advisory 
Council for 12 years and is also a Board Member of the MT 
Economic Developers Association. Late in 2020, Jim was 
awarded the “Anthony J. Preite “Champion of Economic 
Development” Award from the Montana Economic Developers 
Association. Currently, he is part of the national peer exchange 
program called “Building Resilient Economies in Coal 
Communities (BRECC) through NACo. In the past few years, 
Jim has fielded dozens and dozens of media interviews on 
Energy and the Colstrip Story including articles in the LA and 
Seattle Times and as a two-time guest on the Fox Business 
Network show “The Bottom Line.” 

JIM ATCHISON | SOUTHEASTERN 
MONTANA DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

Jenn Gallmeier serves as Vice President of 
Investment at the Great Falls Development Alliance. 
She manages investor relations and leads the 
organization’s grant writing and capital campaign 
efforts. Jenn has helped secure millions in new loan capital for 
GFDA’s certified Community Development Financial Institution, 
strengthening access to financing for housing, energy, 
business expansion, and community development projects. 
She works closely with local, state, and national partners to 
align resources that support job creation and economic growth 
across North Central Montana.

JENN 
GALLMEIER | 
GREAT FALLS 
DEVELOPMENT 
ALLIANCE

In the early 1980’s, Bill taught school in Colstrip, 
during the building of plants 3 & 4. Coal mining 
spread through the region and Eastern Montana 
was thriving economically. This led to Bill’s public 

service dedication.  He worked in public service for the past 
33 years and currently serves on the Billings City Council, 
representing Ward 3. He retired from the Yellowstone County 
Commission in 2016, after serving 24 years.  
From 2016 until 2022, Bill served as the President/CEO of 
MSUB Foundation and currently he is the Executive Director of 
Family Tree Nurturing Center, for the prevention of child abuse 
and neglect. 

BILL KENNEDY | CITY OF BILLINGS

SECRETARY CHRIS WRIGHT | U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Chris Wright is the 17th Secretary for the U.S. 
Department of Energy. A self-described energy 
nerd turned entrepreneur, Chris is a dedicated 
humanitarian with a passion for bringing the 

benefits of energy to every community in the world. This 
passion has inspired a career in energy, working not only in 
oil and gas but nuclear, solar, and geothermal. As Secretary 
of Energy, Chris is focused on unleashing American energy 
dominance, accelerating innovation and advancing all 
energy sources that are affordable, reliableand secure for the 
American people.
Chris completed an undergraduate degree in Mechanical 
Engineering at MIT and graduate work in Electrical Engineering 
at UC Berkeley and MIT. He founded Pinnacle Technologies 
and served as CEO from 1992 to 2006. Pinnacle created the 
hydraulic fracture mapping industry, and its innovations helped 
launch commercial shale gas production in the late 1990s. Chris 
was Chairman of Stroud Energy, an early shale gas producer, 
before selling to Range Resources in 2006. Most recently, Chris 
served as Chairman and CEO of Liberty Energy, where his team 
helped to expand the shale revolution to include oil as well as 
natural gas. Chris has also participated in an effort to apply 
shale technology to unlock next-generation geothermal and 
helped to launch small modular reactors.
Chris was nominated by President Trump to serve as the 17th 
Secretary of Energy on November 16, 2024 and confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate on February 3rd, 2025. He grew up and in 
Colorado and currently lives in Washington, D.C. with his wife, 
Liz. He is a passionate father, grandfather, skier, cyclist, climber, 
and outdoor enthusiast.

Michael Skelly is the co-founder and CEO of Grid 
United, a transmission development company 
working to build out the US transmission grid.  
Skelly is former CEO of Clean Line Energy.  

Skelly led the growth of Horizon Wind Energy, now part of 
EDPR.  Skelly’s other entrepreneurial ventures include founding 
partner of the Rain Forest Aerial Tram in Costa Rica.  
Skelly led the 2012 “Parks By You” campaign, which resulted in 
the passage of a $150 million bond measure to fund 100 plus 
miles of trails along Houston’s bayous. Skelly’s public service 
includes serving as a Peace Corps Volunteer and a run for the 
US Congress. 
Skelly is the principal protagonist in Superpower, a book about 
the US grid by Wall Street Journal reporter and Pulitzer Prize 
finalist Russell Gold.  

MICHAEL SKELLY | GRID UNITED

Tanner Avery is Policy Director at the Frontier 
Institute, where he advances policy solutions 
that ensure today’s pioneers are free to build, 

create, and innovate. Tanner grew up on the outskirts of 
Parker, Colorado, helping with family entrepreneurial ventures 
and competing in rodeos. These experiences shaped his 
appreciation for hard work and the values of the American 
West. He later attended Montana State University, where he 
fell in love with the Montana way of life. After graduating with 
a degree in Political Science, he began working to secure 
property rights, defend freedom, and make Montana a place 
where innovation and opportunity can thrive.

TANNER AVERY | FRONTIER 
INSTITUTE



The Montana Department of Commerce works with local and 

statewide partners to support economic growth across Montana. 

By offering grants, loans and technical assistance, Commerce 

promotes economic opportunities and administers quality, 

affordable housing programs. Commerce also aids business 

development, tourism promotion and public infrastructure 

planning and improvements. Commerce is dedicated to 

assisting Montana’s businesses and communities, helping them 

thrive and build a prosperous future for the entire state.
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
MONTANA IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS

commerce.mt.gov | 406-841-2770 | montanarelay.mt.gov (711)



19

The Montana Department of Commerce works with local and 

statewide partners to support economic growth across Montana. 

By offering grants, loans and technical assistance, Commerce 

promotes economic opportunities and administers quality, 

affordable housing programs. Commerce also aids business 

development, tourism promotion and public infrastructure 

planning and improvements. Commerce is dedicated to 

assisting Montana’s businesses and communities, helping them 

thrive and build a prosperous future for the entire state.

BUSINESSBUSINESS

INFRASTRUCTURE + PLANNING INFRASTRUCTURE + PLANNING 

HOUSINGHOUSING

DATA + RESEARCHDATA + RESEARCH

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
MONTANA IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS

commerce.mt.gov | 406-841-2770 | montanarelay.mt.gov (711)

We are grateful for the years former legislator 
Duane Ankney spent in service to his community, 
state, and country and will miss his presence.

After serving in the United States Navy from 1964 – 
1969, Duane settled in Colstrip, MT. His professional 
experience included working as a plant foreman at 
Spring Creek Coal, mail foreman at Central Feeds 
and at the Western Energy Company. 

Saving Colstrip, and southeastern Montana, by 
creating high paying jobs for the next generation 
was his passion. Which is why he chose to dedicate 
his life to public service, serving in the Montana 
House of Representatives from 2007 – 2015 and as 
a member of the Montana State Senate from 2015 – 
2023. 

Most will remember Duane as a champion for coal, 
tirelessly advocating for industry and passing 
legislation establishing wind and solar development 
ground leases for state trust lands and establishing 
a coal trust fund for counties. 

Another notable effort was the 2013 repeal of an 
obsolete law criminalizing same-sex intercourse.

His bipartisan efforts included forming of the 
‘Reasonable Republicans’ caucus in 2013, reaching 
across the aisle to pass the state budget. In 2015, 
Ankney worked on the expansion of Montana’s 
Medicaid program, extending health care to 
approximately 45,000 Montanans. That same 
year, he teamed up with Governor Bullock on 
the ‘Montana Disclose Act’, reforming campaign 
finance, increasing transparency, and requiring 
campaign expenditure disclosures from political 
groups.

Duane was also a friend to the business community 
with the Montana Chamber of Commerce 
recognizing Ankney as an Honorable Mention or 
Champion of Business in each of his legislative 
sessions. 

“DON’T 
LET THE 

BASTARDS 
GET YOU 
DOWN.”

Duane Ankney 
(1946 – 2025)

DUANE ANKNEY
A TRIBUTE TO MONTANA’S
ENERGY LEADER

“I’ve had some swollen eyes since I got the news 
earlier. Gone is a huge influence / mentor and a man 
I have always looked up too. Spent my whole life 
around him in some capacity. Duane was a family 
friend and a person who was always willing to help 
and guide. He took public service seriously and 
strived to help out his community and others around 
him. He helped me get my boilermaker career off 
the ground and later on lent me guidance in the 
political arena and was often my greatest supporter. 
I appreciated everything you did for the me and you 
will be missed. You were one hell of a man.” 

- Jason Small, Montana AFL-CIO

“Duane was an unapologetic supporter of the coal 
industry. That support was rooted in the good 
paying, safe jobs it provided, particularly in rural 
America. As the undisputed champion of coal, he 
was able to do it in a way that even the biggest 
detractors still liked him and and appreciated his 
good natured, positive message. Duane was a 
gentleman that fought furiously on policy and never 
on personality. Duane Ankney was a giant in our 
time.”

- Todd O’Hair, Montana Chamber of Commerce



20

MONTANA’S 69TH  
LEGISLATURE

CHAMBER 
LEGISLATIVE 
PRIORITIES 
Preserving Medicaid Access
A healthy workforce & healthcare access for 
all employees

Tax Increment Financing 
Modernizing & preserving TIFs as a tool for 
development

Housing
Expediting permitting & ensuring certainty  
and transparency in decision making

Tax Reform  
Lowering property tax burdens while 
avoiding unnecessary shift to MT businesses

Childcare 
Increasing accessibility & affordability so 
MT parents can fully participate in the 
workforce

Tort Reform 
Lowering insurance costs & protecting MT 
businesses from unnecessary litigation

Energy 
Guaranteeing Montana has a consistent, 
reliable, & affordable energy supply

Enabling Entrepreneurship 
Ensuring Montana stays a top location for 
entrepreneurs to thrive

The Montana Chamber secured important 
wins for the business community in the 2025 
Legislature, passing major bills and defeating 
harmful proposals that would have increased 
regulation, undone important reforms and 
stymied growth.  The Chamber is happy to 
report a 75% success rate in passing (and 
opposing) bills in the Montana Legislature.  
At the top of the Chamber’s list was renewing 
Montana’s expanded Medicaid program, 
which serves low-income workers and keeps 
the lights on in rural hospitals and clinics 
across the state.  
The Chamber also led a coalition across all 
business sectors to overhaul the Montana 
Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
that have long held back growth and job 
creation.  
The Chamber played strong defense as well, 
defeating proposals to turn back the clock 
on hard-won workers’ compensation reforms 
that the Chamber helped win in years past.  
SB 295, for example, would have led to an 
almost-certain 8% increase in employer 
premiums.  Working with the Montana Self 
Insurers Association, Montana State Fund and 
other partners, the Chamber helped defeat 
SB 295 and helped Montana employers keep 
work comp premiums low.  
On these and countless other bills, the 
Chamber was the sword and shield of 
the Montana business community.  Your 
investment in strong advocacy helped ensure 
that Montana stays open for business.

WORKFORCE READINESS

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

BUSINESS CLIMATE
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STRATEGIC PLAN
Recognizing the challenges Montana faces and 
looking to capitalize upon its strengths, in 2016, 
the Montana Chamber launched an ambitious, 
long-range strategic plan called Envision 2026.

ENVISION 2026 HAS FOUR OBJECTIVES:

WORKFORCE READINESS
+ Creating an appropriately educated and 

skilled  workforce to meet the needs of a 
growing economy

+	Engaging with students and schools

+	 Inspiring future business leaders
+	 Recruiting talent
+	 Eliminating barriers to entry and success

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

+	Upgrading Montana’s roads, bridges, water 
and waste treatment systems to promote 
economic growth across the entire state

+	Expanding access to broadband and high 	
speed Internet to meet the needs of the 	
evolving economy

+	Ensuring infrastructure meets the needs of 
today’s economy and promotes economic 
diversity tomorrow

INFRASTRUCTURE 

+	 Lowering and simplifying taxes
+	 Improving the legal climate
+	 Untangling rules and regulations
+	 Reforming workers’ compensation

BUSINESS CLIMATE

Focusing on these four pillars of a competitive 
and thriving economy, the Montana Chamber of 
Commerce and Montana Chamber Foundation 
are working to create opportunities for growth 
and prosperity.
The Montana Chamber of Commerce is a 
member-driven organization, which means it 
is ultimately a community-driven organization 
committed to strengthening and improving the 
quality of life in this great place. Thank you to all 
who joined the Montana Chamber in advancing 
the important mission of Envision 2026! 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 
As the sun sets on Envision 2026, we’re 
identifying business priorities for the next 
decade and we need your feedback. 

Scan the QR code below to answer a few 
quick questions on Montana’s business 
environment and help us set the direction 
for our next decade:
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MONTANA CHAMBER 

FOUNDATION
Cultivating Careers brought together over 500 
students—from middle school to college—and more 
than 40 businesses for a hands-on career exploration 
experience in Glendive on the campus of Dawson 
Community College on September 24th. 

Sponsored by 
the Montana 
Chamber 
Foundation, 
this event 
is one of six 
planned for the 
school year, 
with past stops 
in communities 
like Livingston 
and Cut Bank.

Students connected with local employers, explored 
career pathways, and discovered opportunities in 
their region. Through programs like Empowered and 
The Prospects, the Foundation continues to invest in 
Montana’s future workforce—especially in rural and tribal 
communities—by fostering innovation, readiness, and 
economic growth.The Prospects is a statewide virtual entrepreneurship 

competition that awards scholarships and cash prizes 
to elementary through high school students with 
innovative ideas and existing small businesses.

Now in its sixth year, the competition highlights 
Montana’s next generation of entrepreneurs—
celebrating their creativity, problem-solving skills, and 
entrepreneurial mindset while connecting them with 
business leaders across the state.

The event culminates with an in-person pitch 
competition at the Jake Jabs College of Business in 
Bozeman, where students compete for the title of Grand 
Champion. Each year, the program continues to grow in 
impact and reach.

Interested in supporting The Prospects? Opportunities 
are available to serve as a judge or sponsor. Please 
contact Tiana Yates at tiana@montanachamber.com.

The Montana Chamber Foundation (MCF) is committed 
to supporting educators in their vital role of preparing 
Montana’s future workforce. Through the Envision pillars 
of workforce readiness and entrepreneurship, MCF is 
transforming education by partnering with Empowered 
to bring real-world skills into the classroom.

Empowered’s core concepts—Principles, Markets, and 
Mindset—are now being implemented in more than 100 
communities across Montana by over 500 educators. 
These resources make learning authentic and engaging, 
and they are free and accessible to all public, private, 
community, and homeschool settings.

MCF’s dedicated workforce strategists, James Easton 
and Tiana Yates, along with a team of Ambassadors 
statewide, provide ongoing support to teachers, 
students, and schools. Every member of this team is a 
classroom teacher, bringing firsthand experience and a 
deep understanding of the challenges educators face.



Fueling curiosity. 
Advancing  
potential.

We believe in the next generation of STEM leaders and  
are proud to help invest in their success.

Learn more at boeing.com

2025 TEACHER PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT RECAP
At the beginning of August, the Montana Chamber 
Foundation (MCF), in partnership with Empowered, 
hosted 38 educators in Helena for a one-of-a-kind 
professional development experience. MCF is proud 
to sponsor this event—covering nearly all costs—so 
teachers can focus on what matters most: gaining tools, 
ideas, and energy to bring back to their classrooms.

What made this PD stand out was the hands-on, 
immersive approach. Instead of just hearing about the 
curriculum, teachers lived it. They earned Empowered 
currency, joined in a lively auction, and took part in 
activities designed to spark creativity, problem-solving, 
and collaboration. Sessions were led by Empowered 
staff Jason Fillie and Jim Masker, with special guest visits 

from Susie Hedalen 
(Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
of Montana), Gabe 
Eklund-Rowley 
(Montana Work-
Based Learning 
Collaborative), and 
Crystal Armstrong 
(Department of 
Labor and Industry). 
Their insight and 
encouragement 
gave teachers a 
stronger connection 
to the statewide 
movement 
preparing students 
for Montana’s 
future.

This was the third professional development event MCF 
has hosted with Empowered in Montana, and each 
year the momentum grows. Supporting educators is 
core to MCF’s mission—by investing in teachers, we are 
investing in students, communities, and the state’s long-
term workforce. We’re excited to keep expanding these 
opportunities so every Montana classroom can benefit 
from fresh, innovative learning experiences. To keep 
up to date with our PD and Montana teacher support, 
please visit our webpage.
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MONTANA CHAMBER
MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:

MEMBERSHIPS BEGIN AT $500 ANNUALLY
Scan the QR code to the left to fill out our 
membership form or reach out to Matt Olson 
(matthew@montanachamber.com) for more 
information.
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MONTANA CHAMBER 

EVENTS

616 Helena Ave. Ste 300 • PO Box 1730 • Helena, MT 59624 | 406.431.3248

GIVE
PRESENTS

Please connect with Stacye Dorrington (stacye@montanachamber.com) 
for sponsorship information.

THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2026
GOVERNORS’ CUP WEEKEND
Business development and networking combined with 
golf and trap shooting with the Mission Mountains as 
a backdrop, the Governors’ Cup weekend could not be 
more perfect! Activities kick off Thursday evening with 
the Glacier Bank Ace in the Hole Reception and Barbecue. 
Friday and Saturday, 80+ teams hit the links at three 
courses scattered throughout the Flathead Valley. For 
non-golfers, we’ve added the Stockman Bank Give It A 
Shot trap shooting tournament, taking place on Friday. 

The largest outdoor networking event in Montana brings 
together business leaders and policymakers – don’t miss 
out!

WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY, MARCH 4-6, 2026
WOMEN IN BUSINESS SUMMIT
The third annual Montana Chamber Women in Business 
summit brings together trailblazing business leaders from 
every corner of the state, culminating with a luncheon on 
Friday to celebrate International Women’s Day 2026. 

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY, JAN. 6-7, 2026
BUSINESS DAYS AT THE CAPITOL
Join us for the premier legislative event of the year in 
Helena! Featuring traditional seminars including ‘Eggs 
& Issues’ with the legislative leadership and ‘The Last 
Word Luncheon’ with the Governor. The evening provides 
networking with elected officials at the Lawmaker 
Appreciation Reception. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 

SPONSORS!
PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

TITLE
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COPPER

BRONZE

BREAKFAST
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NOTES


